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History  is  the  map  of  Time ” 

Baker  Brownell  in  the  New  Universe 


THOMAS  CREIGH 


DECEMBER  25,  1935 


T 


T>  E  D  I  C  A  T  I  0  ^ 

To  my  dear  wife,  Frances ,  and  those 
who  come  aloyig  with  and  after  us  as  we 
gather  flotsam  by  the  beach ,  or  elsewhere , 
through  the  woods  and  fields  on  the  long 
long  trail  of  life. 
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The  written  word 
And  the  printed  thought 
Are  the  ships  that  sail  the  seas 
And  God ,  the  Master , 

Gives  account  of  many  an  Argosy. 


PART  I 


Where  we  came  from  and  certain 
items  of  the  past. 

y 

PART  II 

Whither  are  we  going?  And  some 
suggestions  concerning  our 
Government  and  our 
citizenship. 


Crdali 
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PART  I 


J ohn  vinycomb,  32  Salford  Road,  Streat- 
ham,  London,  S.  W.,  expert  on  heraldic  symbols,  writes  my 
brother,  December  3,  1909,  as  follows: 

“I  have  examined  all  the  books  on  heraldry  at  my  command  for  the 
arms  of  Creigh  and  find  only  one  entry  in  “Burke’s  General  Armory  ’ 
to  the  name,  (but  no  crest  or  motto  is  given)  as  hereunder. 

Creich  or  Creigh  (Scotland)  arms — or,  two  bars  sable  between, 
six  marblets  azure,  arranged  three,  two  and  one. 

The  six  marblets  seem  very  appropriate,  as  the  marblet  is  the 
emblem  of  a  pilgrim  or  a  crusader.” 

The  marblet  is  also  at  times  given  in  heraldry  as  an  indication  of  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  crusades. 

In  a  later  letter  from  Vinycomb,  he  says: 

“In  further  looking  up  similar  names  in  Burke,  I  find  Creech,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  has  the  same  shield  and  colours  but  with  9  marblets,  instead 
of  six,  and  with  crest  and  with  motto  as  per  sketch  tor  you  herewith 
enclosed. 

Evidently  this  is  the  same  family  arms. 

The  spelling  of  names  in  past  times  was  never  very  precise,  and  many 
variations  of  a  name  were  in  use  by  branches  of  the  same  family. 

Similarly,  he  writes  concerning  the  painting  he  had  made  for 
my  brother  (see  reproduction  in  frontispiece  Page  4  hereof). 

“Creich  or  Creigh  (Scotland)  as  I  have  painted  them  but  with  neither 
crest  or  motto — but  looking  over  list  ot  kindred  names,  I  find  a  family 
Creech,  Edinburgh,  who  has  exactly  the  same  shield  but  with  9  mar¬ 
blets,  instead  of  six,  and  yet  the  same  colours. 

This  family  bears,  however,  both  crest  and  motto  which,  as  they 
are  evidently  of  the  same  stock,  I  have  adopted. 

The  arms  appear  to  be  a  very  honourable  one. 

The  marblets,  or  swallows,  have  relation  to  travel;  the  bars  were 
originally  military;  the  crest  clearly  intends  that  the  bearer  had 
occasioned  some  great  action  and  symbolized  by  the  laurel  crown. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  the  earliest  written 
record  of  any  one  in  our  direct  line  is  to  the  following  effect: 

“John  Creigh  was  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Temple  Patrick,  which  is  four  miles  from  Antrim  and  ten  miles  from 
Belfast  and  which  is  the  Parish  adjoining  the  Parish  of  Carmony. 
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He  had  his  certificate  from  that  place  in  1710  and  became  a  worship¬ 
ing  member  of  Carmony  Parish  where  the  family  continued  to 

worship  until  the  time  of  the  emigration  of  John  Creigh  to  America. 

The  Church  record  at  Carmony  shows  under  date  April  23, 
1717,  Thomas,  son  of  John  Creigh,  baptized. 

Family  tradition  has  it  that  John  Creigh,  the  earliest 
member  of  our  direct  line  of  whom  any  record  exists,  was  born 
in  1680  in  Ireland,  and  that  his  parents  not  long  before  that 
time  had  come  to  Ireland  from  Scotland,  where  previously,  in 
the  reign  of  James  I,  1603-1625,  the  family  of  Creigh,  being 
Protestant  in  faith,  had  come  from  Germany  because  of 
religious  troubles  there. 

Later  records  of  Carmony  Parish  record  the  following: 

"1740,  September  22nd,  Thomas  Creigh  and  Janet  McCrerie 

married.” 

These  records  also  show: 

“August  30th,  1741,  John,  son  of  Thomas  Creigh,  was  baptized.” 

In  the  family  records  preserved  by  Dr.  xAlfred  Creigh  and 
later  (about  1925)  in  the  possession  of  his  descendant,  Mrs. 
Carrington,  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  I  personally  saw  the  receipt  for 
the  passage  money  of  the  last  named  John  Creigh  in  the  amount 
of  £3  reading  and  endorsed  as  follows: 

“Belfast,  Ye  29  March,  1761. 

Received  from  John  Creigh  three  pounds  for  his  passage  aboard 

the  ship  Joseph  and  Nancy  to  Philadelphia. 

v  James  Taylor. 

Endorsed 

John  Creigh  took  his  departure  from  Belfast  in  Ireland  the  12th 
of  April,  1761,  and  landed  in  Phila.  the  19th  May  of  the  same  year. 

Also 

On  our  passage,  lost  sight  of  Ireland  April  20,  1761,  until  we  saw 
the  Capes  of  Delaware  was  27  days,  sailed  from  Belfast  12  Apn  , 

1761.  Touched  at  Larne  where  we  lay  some  days.  Came  in  view  of 
Cape  May  17  May,  1761,  landed  Phila.  19  May,  1761.” 

He  sailed  from  Belfast  on  board  the  ship  Joseph  and  Nancy 
on  April  12,  1761.  He  arrived  in  Philadelphia  May  19th,  and 
on  June  1st  settled  in  East  Pennsboro  Towmship,  Cumberland 
County,  and  remained  there  until  September,  1762,  as  a  member 
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of  the  family  of  Samuel  Huston.  He  remained  there  until 
September  1762,  when  he  removed  to  Carlisle  and  permanently 
settled  in  that  place.  On  August  25,  1766,  he  married  Jane 
Huston,  daughter  of  Samuel  Huston. 

During  the  Revolutionary  struggle  John  Creigh  became  a 
member  of  a  military  organization  known  as  “Associations”. 
The  preamble  of  their  rules  explains  the  objects  oi  the  associa¬ 
tion  as  follows: 

“We  the  officers  and  soldiers,  engaged  in  the  present  association  for 
the*  defense  of  American  liberty,  being  fully  sensible  that  the 
strength  and  security  of  any  body  of  men,  acting  together,  consists 
in  just  regularity,  due  subordination  and  exact  obedience  to  com¬ 
mands,  without  which  no  individual  can  have  that  confidence  m  the 
support  about  him  that  is  so  necessary  to  give  him  firmness  and 
resolution  to  the  whole,  Do,  voluntarily  and  freely,  after  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  following  articles,  adopt  the  same  as  the  rules  by  which 
we  agree  and  resolve  to  be  governed  in  all  our  military  concerns  and 
operations,  until  the  same,  or  any  of  them,  shall  tie  changed  or  dis¬ 
solved  by  the  Assembly  or  Provisional  Convention  between  Great 

Britain  and  the  Colonies.” 

Twenty-two  rules  were  attached  to  this,  and  each  member 
was  required  to  sign  in  testimony  of  their  approbation.  Under 

these  rules  the 


FIRST  BATTALION  OF  ASSOCI ATORS 


was  organized,  officers  elected  and  commissioned  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania.  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  Commission  issued  John  Creigh,  the  original  being  in  t  e 
hands  of  Dr.  Alfred  Creigh’s  heirs: 


4€ 


d  i  •  q  q  April  29,  1776. 

Pennsylvania,  b.  b.  r  » 

TO  JOHN  CREIGH,  Gentlemen:  We,  reposing  especial  trust  and 
confidence  in  your  Patriotism,  Valor,  Conduct  and  Fidelity,  do,  by 
these  Presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  Second  Lieutenant 
of  a  Company  of  foot  in  the  First  Battalion  of  Associ  a  tors,  m  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  for  the  protection  of  the  Province  against  all 
hostile  enterprises  and  for  the  defense  of  American  Liberty.  You 
are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duties  ot  a 
Second  Lieutenant  by  doing  and  performing  all  manner  of  things 
thereunto  belonging,  and  we  do  strictly  charge  and  require  all 
officers  and  soldiers  under  your  command  to  be  obedient  to  your 
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orders  as  their  Second  Lieutenant,  and  you  are  to  observe  and 
follow  such  orders  and  directions,  from  time  to  time,  as  yea  shall 
receive  from  the  Assembly  during  their  session,  and  in  their  recess 
from  the  present  or  any  future  Committee  of  Safety,  appointed  by 
the  Assembly  of  this  Providence,  or  from  your  superior  officers, 
according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better  government  of 
the  Military  Association  in  Pennsylvania,  and  pursuant  to  the 
trust  reposed  in  you. 

This  Commission  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by  the  Assembly, 
or  by  the  present  or  any  succeeding  Committee  of  Safety. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Assembly. 

John  Martin,  Speaker.” 

In  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Vol.  5,  Pages  77  and  78,  is  the 
following  order,  dated  November  28  th,  1776: 

“The  other  gentlemen,  their  servants,  their  servants’  wives,  and 
their  baggage,  in  wagons,  will  set  out  this  afternoon  from  Carlisle, 
by  way  of  Reading  and  Trenton,  to  the  nearest  camp  of  the  United 
States,  in  New  Jersey,  under  the  escort  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
John  Creigh  and  Mr.  Ephraim  Steele,  two  of  our  members,  who  will 
wait  on  you  on  their  return  home.” 

Note:  I  have  ascertained  from  investigations  in  the  Congres¬ 
sional  Library  at  Washington  that  this  escort  was  for  the  purpose 
of  convoying  Major  Andre  from  Carlisle,  where  for  more  than  a 
year  he  had  been  prisoner,  to  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  his 
exchange  for  a  Continental  held  by  the  British. 

Later  he  became  the  aide  of  General  Howe,  in  Philadelphia,  and 
from  there  went  to  West  Point  for  his  famous  meeting  with 
Benedict  Arnold. 

The  following  are  quotations  taken  from  the  journals  of 
John  Creigh  of  Carlisle: 

“1776,  April  29,  John  Creigh  received  a  Commission  from  the 
Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  signed  by  John  Martin, 
Speaker,  appointing  him  2nd  lieutenant  of  a  company  afiaetf  in  the 
2nd  Battalion  of  Associators  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  for  the 
protection  of  this  Province  against  all  hostile  enterprises  and  for 
the  defense  of  American  liberty. 

“1776,  June  18.  John  Creigh  went  to  Philadelphia  as  a  delegate  from 
Cumberland  County  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  provincial  con¬ 
ferees  which  met  at  Carpenter’s  Hall  and  which  continued  m  session 
until  June  25,  1776.” 

Note: — On  June  24th,  at  Philadelphia,  the  conferees  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  declared  its  independence 
from  Great  Britain.  John  Creigh  was  one  of  the  signers.  This 
declaration  preceded  the  American  Declaration  of  Independence 

.  8 


■ 

. 


by  eleven  days  and  was  a  very  influential  factor  in  securing  the 
passage  of  the  American  Declaration. 

“1776,  July  16.  John  Creigh  marched  from  Carlisle  to  join  the 
Continental  Forces  at  Perth  Amboy  and  returned  from  camp 
September  20,  1776. 

“1776,  December  20.  Went  to  camp  and  returned  home  on  February 
11,  1777. 

“1777,  March  17.  The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  passed  an  act  by 
which  an  important  tribunal  was  established  in  each  county,  com¬ 
posed  of  a  lieutenant  and  four  sub-lieutenants  with  the  rank  of 
colonel  and  lieutenant  colonel,  respectively.  These  officers  were  to 
hold  courts — to  class  and  district  the  militia— to  organize  them 
into  regiments  and  companies — to  hold  the  election  for  officers — 
to  call  out  the  classes — find  substitutes  in  place  of  delinquents  and 
to  assess  and  cause  the  assessment  to  be  collected  and  paid  into 
the  state  treasury  with  other  extensive  duties  enumerated  in  the  act. 

“1777,  April  8.  A  dedimus  potestatem  was  issued  to  John  Creigh, 
James  Oliver,  John  McClay  and  Robert  Peoples  to  administer  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jr.,  President  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

“1777,  April  10.  John  Creigh  was  appointed  Recorder  of  Deeds  for 
Cumberland  County  and  commissioned  as  Register  and  Clerk  of 
Courts  at  the  same  time.” 

Note: — For  many  other  items  see  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Volume 
V,  pages  77-8,  624-5-8-9. 

It  is  doubtful  if  the  foregoing  fully  covers  the  war  record  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Creigh.  It  is  known  that  he  was 
engaged  in  the  Battle  of  Germantown.  The  famous  “Sergeant 
Molly  Pitcher”  also  came  from  Carlisle  and  they  were  no 
doubt  together  at  the  time  of  her  memorable  engagement. 

In  the  records  of  Dr.  Alfred  Creigh  there  appears  a  page 
which  seems  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  John  Creigh  and 
which  reads  as  follows: 

“In  the  campaign  of  1777  I  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Robert 
Campbell  who  was  at  that  time  a  lieutenant  in  Colonel  Hazen’s 
Reg’t.  commonly  called  Congress’  Own  Reg’t.  During  that  active 
campaign  we  were  constantly  annoyed  by  and  annoying  the  enemy. 

In  August  of  that  year  General  Sullivan  who  commanded  our 
division  made  an  attack  on  the  British  forces  on  Staten  Island. 
Lieutenant  Campbell  and  myself  were  both  taken  prisoners  after 
an  obstinate  engagement  in  which  he  received  from  a  single  platoon 
at  the  same  instant  five  balls  through  him.  He  suffered  much  from 
his  wounds  and  had  his  arm  amputated  about  six  weeks  after  he 
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rec’d  his  wounds.  Lieutenant  Campbell  continued  in  the  service  and 
was  commissioned  a  cap’t.  and  lost  his  life  in  the  unhappvaffair 
known  by  the  attack  on  Fort  Wilson  in  Phila.  in  the  year  D79. 

“On  January  6,  1779,  John  Creigh  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  Cumberland  County.  (See  Pennsylvania  Archives  VII-144).  - 
“On  October  21,  1785,  he  left  Carlisle  for  Philadelphia  to  attend  the 
Legislature  which  met  the  24th  and  from  there  he  returned  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1785. 

“On  May  13, 1799,  he  resigned  from  office  (VII-399)  and  on  December 
9,  1799  was  appointed  Associate  Judge  for  Cumberland  County  by 
Thomas -Mifflin,  Governor.” 

On  July  31,  1777,  John  Creigh  was  commissioned  Captain 
of  the  6th  Company  2nd  Battalion,  Col.  James  Dunlap  Penna. 
Archives  Vol.  14,  page  381, 2nd  service.  Sept.  30,  1  /  /  /  ,  w  as  com¬ 
missioned  Justice  of  Peace  and  while  serving  in  this  capacity  he 
administered  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  over  /00  persons,  tne 
names  of  these  persons  can  be  found  in  Penna.  Archives  "Vol.  14, 
page  454,  and  2nd  series.  Dec.  16th,  1777,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  See  Pennsylvania 
Archives,  Vol.  3,  page  61 6.  In  1777,  he  was  also  Clerk  of  the 
Courts  and  Register  of  Wills  for  Cumberland  County. 

Judge  Creigh  of  Carlisle  died  February  17,  181j,  in  his 
seventy-second  year  of  his  age.  Among  other  things  an  obituary 
notice  states  as  follows: 

“Judge  Creigh  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  from  whence  he  emigrated 
about  forty-eight  years  since  or  in  1761.  Possessing  a  sound  under¬ 
standing  which  he  had  industrially  improved,  especially  in  the 
mathematics,  he  soon  after  his  arrival  here  acquired  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  all  to  whom  he  became  known,  having  been  a  zealous 
Whig  who  performed  several  duties  in  the  Revolutionary  \Var  with 
address  and  courage.  He  was  Register  of  Wills,  Recorder  or  Deeds, 
Clerk  of  the  Court  for  Cumberland  County,  and  also  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  On  December  9,  1799,  he  received  the  commission  to  be 
an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Since  that 
period,  having  retired  from  the  mercantile  business  in  which  he  had 
been  actively  engaged,  he  devoted  himself  chiefly  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  the  duties  of  his  office  and  at  his  leisure  cultivated  moral 
philosophy  and  metaphysics,  to  both  of  which  he  was  passionately 
attracted.  Few  men  enjoyed  a  more  excellent  character,  and  few,  if 
any,  in  an  extensive  circle  of  friends  has  been  more  generally  be¬ 
loved.  As  a  public  man  and  magistrate  he  was  distinguished  for 
his  strict  integrity,  candor,  patience  and  obliging  deportment. 
These  qualities,  united  to  his  great  experience,  will  cause  his  death 
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long  to  be  deplored  as  a  public  loss  difficult  if  not  impractical  ade¬ 
quately  to  supply.  This  most  worthy  and  valuable  man  stood 
prominent  for  the  virtues  of  private  life.  In  every  relation  in  which 
he  stood  he  was  anxious  to  perform  his  duty  and  in  all  the  tender¬ 
nesses  and  charities  of  life  and  in  all  the  amiable  and  gentle  affections 
as  a  parent,  husband  and  friend  he  could  not  be  surpassed.  It  may 
truly  be  said  of  him  that  he  passed  through  life  without  a  stain 
and  died  without  reproach.’' 

From  Carlisle  Herald ,  February  26, 1S13. 

John  Creigh,  son  of  Judge  John  Creigh,  was  born  September 
13,  1773.  He  graduated  at  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  May  6,  1792,  and  studied  medicine  under  Dr.  S.  A. 
McCoskry  and  received  his  degree  of  M.D.  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1795.  The  celebrated  Dr.  Benjamin  J.  Rush 
being  one  of  his  preceptors.  After  graduating  he  removed  to 
Pittsburgh  and  then  to  Lewistown  on  April  7,  1795,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  Carlisle,  where  on  May  12,  1796,  he  married  Eleanor 
Dunbar  and  removed  to  Landisburg  then  Cumberland  (but 
now,  Perry)  County. 

In  1814,  when  the  capital  of  the  U.  S.  was  burned  by  the 
British,  he  enrolled  a  company  and  their  services  being  accepted 
by  Gov.  Snyder  he  marched  on  ten  days’  notice,  joined  his 
regiment  and  was  assigned  the  second  post  of  honor.  He  was 
the  captain  of  this  company  and  performed  his  whole  tour  of 
duty. 

In  May,  1819,  he  removed  to  Carlisle  and  was  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  there  until  his  death 
November  7,  1848. 

An  obituary  notice,  among  other  things,  states  of  him  as 
follows : 

“Throughout  his  long  and  eventful  life  he  was  ever  actuated  by  a 
laudable  ambition  to  excel  in  his  profession  and  consequently  became 
in  every  sense  of  the  term  a  student,  devoting  all  his  time  in  acquir¬ 
ing  that  knowledge  and  searching  for  those  remedies  that  would 
alleviate  the  various  diseases  to  which  human  nature  is  subject. 

As  a  physician  he  not  only  excelled  in  his  profession,  but  was  ever 
ready  to  impart  medical  information  to  those  who  sought  his 
counsel  as  a  citizen.  He  was  honored  with  high  and  important  offices 
of  honor  and  trust.  In  1806  he  was  commissioned  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  by  Governor  McKean  and  in  1820  by  Governor  Findley*.  In 
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all  the  relations  of  life  he  was  kind,  amiable  and  affectionate,  loving 
and  being  loved;  and  the  immense  concourse  of  relatives,  neighbors 
and  acquaintances  which  followed  his  remains  to  their  final  resting 
place  told  too  plainly  that  a  man  universally  lamented,  universally 
beloved,  had  been  taken  from  us  and  that  they  had  assembled  to 
pay  the  last  sad  tribute  of  affection  to  his  memory.” 

*See  facsimile  of  his  Commission  as  Justice  of  Peace  page  12  hereof. 

During  his  residence  in  Carlisle,  he  occupied  the  old  family 
mansion  erected  by  his  own  Father  on  Main  Street,  two  doors 
north  of  the  Public  Square. 

Of  the  children  of  Dr.  John  Creigh  of  Carlisle  we  are  most 
interested  in  Thomas  Creigh,  who  was  my  grandfather.  He  was 
born  September  9,  1808,  and  for  the  first  eleven  years  of  his 
life  lived  in  Landisburg,  Sherman’s  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  received  the  elements  of  a  good  English  education.  After 
the  removal  of  his  father  to  Carlisle  in  1819  he  spent  three 
years  in  the  public  schools  and  in  1822  entered  the  grammar 
school  connected  with  Dickinson  College  and  in  1824  was 
admitted  to  the  freshman  class  and  graduated  September  24, 
1828.  At  Dickinson,  Edwin  Y.  Buchanan,  a  brother  of  James 
Buchanan,  was  his  classmate  and  intimate  friend.  James 
Buchanan  was  born  near  Mercersburg,  and  his  family"  continued 
to  reside  there.  He  had  an  eminent  career  as  lawyrer,  diplomat 
and  statesman.  He  was  Secretary  of  State  during  the  Mexican 
War,  having  previously  served  as  Ambassador  to  Russia,  and 
later  as  Ambassador  to  England.  While  he  was  Secretary  of 
State  he  wrote  a  letter  which  is  of  interest,  and  is  included 
herein  at  page  14.  Thomas  Creigh  commenced  the  study  oi 
theology  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  George  Duffield  and  finished  his 
theological  studies  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  He  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel  by  the  presbytery  of  Carlisle  April  12,  1831, 
and  installed  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Mercersburg, 
Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania,  September  27,  1831.  He 
remained  as  pastor  at  this  church  until  his  death  April  21,  1880, 
rendering  almost  fifty  years  of  distinguished  service. 

Among  other  things  it  was  said  in  his  obituary: 

“He  was  held  in  the  highest  veneration  by  the  citizens  of  Mercers¬ 
burg  where  his  personal  influence  far  exceeded  that  ot  any  other 
person.” 
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It  quotes  a  local  history  as  follows: 

c£in  be  testified,  without  flattery  that  Dr.  Creigh  s  high  attain- 
ments  in  personal  pietyj  his  faithful  exhibition  of*  divine  truth,  his 
sound  judgment,  his  prudence,  his  constant  study  to  promote  the 
peace  and  purity  of  the  church  and  neighborhood  by  precept  and 
example,  his  interest  in  behalf  of  education  and  his  constant  desire 
to  promote  the  extension  of  the  church  of  his  choice  and  of  his 
father’s,  handed  down  to  him  for  so  many  generations,  has  enabled 
him  through  the  pleasing  of  God  to  strengthen  the  church  entrusted 
to  him  by  so  many  precious  reminiscences,  so  many  pious  memorials, 
and  to  do  a  grand  life  work.  ...  He  was  dignified,  simple  and 
courteous,  combining  in  graceful  harmony  all  the  elements  which 
form  the  attractive  Christian  gentleman.  His  manners  were  pleasing 
and  attractive,  although  invested  with  a  native  dignity  which 
repelled  obtrusive  rashness;  and  yet  he  was  accessible  to  all  who 
approach  him  respectfully,  especially  if  the  individual  came  to  seek 
his  kind  offices  or  his  sympathy.  In  him  the  cultured  and  refined 
had  a  most  genial  and  accomplished  companion  and  the  poor  and 
illiterate  a  constant  and  sympathizing  friend. 

My  father,  Thomas  Alfred  Creigh,  was  born  October  6, 
1840,  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  had  his^  early 
education  and  schooling.  He  as  a  young  man  enlisted  in^  the 
Civil  War  and  later  was  assigned  to  the  Signal  Corps  and  for  a 
period  was  the  personal  telegrapher  for  General  Meade  at  his 
headquarters.  At  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  he  with  a  com¬ 
panion  carried  a  wire  across  the  river  in  the  face  of  a  severe  tire 
and  was  commended  for  distinguished  service  on  this  account. 
In  the  published  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Vol.  21, 
Series  1,  page  167,  in  the  official  reports  of  the  work  of  the 
Signal  Corps,  the  following  appears  “Mess.  Colton  of  134  Penn. 
Vol.  and  Creigh  of  126th  Penn,  operators,  acquitted  themselves 
with  great  honor,  manifesting  a  spirit  of  genuine  bravery  during 
the  engagement”.  This  report  was  signed  by  Capt.  Sami.  T. 
Cushing.  In  a  history  of  the  United  States  Signal  Corps,  edited 
by  J.  William  Brown,  and  published  in  1896,  on  page  180,  m 
which  he  details  the  work  of  the  Signal  Corps,  at  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  appears  the  following: 

“Within  less  than  20  minutes  after  Lt.  Wonderly  received  the  order 
to  run  a  wire  across  the  River,  on  the  13th  it  was  laid  and  ready  for 
operation.  He  was  promptly  and  courageously  aided  by  Addison  P. 
Colton  and  Thomas  A.  Creigh.” 

After  his  war  service  terminated  he  went  to  Philadelphia  for 
a  short  time  and  from  there  he  accompanied  a  mining  outfit  to 
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Virginia  City,  Montana,  driving  with  a  wagon  train  drawn  by 
oxen  one  hundred  days  across  the  plains  from  Independence, 
Missouri  to  Montana.  After  some  time  at  Virginia  City  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Brownsville  in  the  territory  of  Nebraska.  Later  he  was 
connected  with  the  State  Auditor’s  office  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
and  married  Mary  McClelland  Irwin  in  1872,  and  lived  in 
Brownsville,  Nebraska,  for  a  short  time;  thence  they  removed 
to  Lincoln,  where  I  was  born  August  8,  1873.  From  there  they 
moved  to  Omaha  in  1874,  where  he  became  general  manager 
for  the  wholesale  and  retail  drug  business  of  C.  F.  Goodman, 
and  in  that  community  he  lived  a  long  honored  and  respected 
life,  dying  in  1909  and  being  survived  by  my  Mother,  as  wrell 
as  myself  and  my  brother  Alfred  Irwin. 

In  the  fifth  generation  of  our  family  in  these  United 
States,  was  born  Thomas  Creigh,  August  8th,  1873,  at  Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 

The  family  moved  to  Omaha  in  1874  and  at  that  place  he 
was  brought  up.  He  graduated  at  Princeton  1894.  He  graduated 
at  the  University  of  Nebraska  Law  School  June,  1897,  and  in 
the  Supreme  Court  there,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar. 

After  practicing  in  Omaha  for  some  five  years  he  was 
appointed  General  Attorney  of  The  Cudahy  Packing  Company 
and  has  spent,  since  that  time,  all  of  his  years  with  that  Com¬ 
pany  and  working  in  its  interests  and  generally  those  ot  the 
great  packing  industry. 

Beginning  in  those  early  days,  came  the  great  change  in 
the  legal  profession  and  the  necessity  for  the  study  and  opera¬ 
tion  of  corporate  enterprise  in  the  services  of  which,  the  “Cor¬ 
poration  Lawyer”  began  to  develop  as  an  executive  of  business 
and  particularly  as  its  advisor  in  connection  with  its  legal, 
social,  and  governmental  problems  and  difficulties. 

At  Princeton,  Thomas  Creigh  was  a  student  under  Woodrow 
Wilson  and  knew  him  personally — later  in  1910  when  President 
Wilson  began  first  to  be  presented  to  the  public  as  a  political 
leader,  he  made  a  speech  in  New  York  on  the  subject  of  “the 
cause  of  high  prices”  and  made  the  following  statement.  I  am 
using  this  as  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  acquaintances 
and  friendships  and  the  development  of  helpful  opportunities 
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UMiiri  room 


PRINCETON  UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON.  N.  J. 


April  20th t  IS 10. 


Vy  dear  Mr.  Creigh:- 

Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  April 
12th.  I  would  have  answered  it  sooner,  had  I  not  b6on 
rushing  from  engagement  to  engagement* 

Certainly  no  apology  was  needed  for  the  letter. 

The  criticism  which  it  contains  is  entirely  propor  and 
deserves.  I  know,  my  very  careful  consideration. 

The  statement  I  made  about  the  meat  business  in  the 
speech  to  which  you  refer  was  based  upon  a  great  many 
convereatione  I  have  had  with  men  who  had,  at  one  time  or 
another,  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  raising  cattle. 
They  had  all  made  practically  the  same  statement  to  me, 
namely  that  whatever  the  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  meat, 
the  price  of  cattle  on  the  hoof  remained  stationary,  and 
stationary  at  so  low  a  figure  as  to  make  the  raising  c? 
cattle,  except  on  a  very  large  scale  and  under  very  favor¬ 
able  circumstances,  unprof itable.  They  had  for  that  reason 
gone  out  of  the  business. 

I  realise,  of  course,  that  these  statements  may 
be  touched  with  personal  feeling  and  nay  have  been  exagger¬ 
ated,  but  I  took  it  for  granted,  from  .my  knowledge  o*  the 
men  themselves,  that  what  they  stated  was  in  substance 
true*  I  should  be  very  much  interested  to  know  whether 
you  have  any  statistics  upon  that  point  or  can  refer  me 
to  any.  I  certainly  had  no  intention  of  being  unfair  to 
ths  meat  packers,  and  I  know  how  easy  it  is  to  misjudge 
in  complicated  questions  of  this  sort. 

With  much  regard. 

Sincerely  yours, 

fir.  Thomas  Creigh. 
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originating  in  small  instances,  are  many  times  of  considerable 
potential  value  in  a  man’s  life.  The  statement  is  as  follows: 

“Take  meat,  for  example,  and  see  what  the  truth  is.  The  truth  is  that 
the  Meat  Trust  has  been  able  to  control  the  meat-market  to  such 
an  extent  that  scores  of  ranchmen  have  been  driven  out  of  the  cattle¬ 
raising  business  because  it  was  unprofitable.  The  short  supply  of 
meat  is  due  to  the  monopoly  created  by  the  Meat  Trust.  It  is  true, 
therefore,  that  the  supply  is  short,  compared  with  the  vast  demand, 
but  it  has  been  made  short  by  the  operation  of  a  trust  unquestionably 
fostered  by  the  legislation  of  the  government. ” 

This  lead  to  my  writing  at  length  to  Dr.  Wilson  and  in  my 
letter  I  included  the  following  paragraph: 

“Now,  as  regards  the  statement  which  you  appear  to  have  made  to 
the  effect  that  a  monopoly  has  been  created  by  the  Meat  Trust,  I 
cannot  help  but  wish  that  you  would  give  me  the  source  of  your 
information.  So  far  as  I  recall,  no  government  investigator  has  ever 
gone  so  far,  nor  has  any  prosecutor  or  court  ever  reached  any  such 
conclusion.  As  doubtless  you  know,  in  Chicago  in  a  period  of 
aroused  public  opinion — a  Federal  Grand  Jury  has  recently  made  an 
exhaustive  investigation  of  the  entire  packing  house  business,  and 
no  charge  such  as  you  make  has  been  preferred  against  any  packer. 

In  fact  none  of  the  large  packers  were  indicted  and  yet  the  existence 
of  either  a  ‘monopoly’  or  a  ‘Meat  Trust’  would  of  course  be  highly 
criminal,  and  if  such  thing  had  existed  there  certainly  would  have 
been  an  indictment.” 

This  brought  from  Professor  Wilson  a  very  fine  and  frank 
letter  which  is  reproduced  in  this  volume  at  Page  19.  From  that 
time  and  constantly  through  President  Wilson’s  career,  further 
correspondence  took  place.  One  of  the  helpful  opportunities 
which  this  gave  to  me  occurred  shortly  after  the  removal  in 
1912  of  The  Cudahy  Packing  Company  General  Offices  to 
Chicago — of  assistance  in  connection  with  the  passage  of  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission  Act  and  in  that  work  I  was  happy 
to  receive  a  testimonial  from  the  Chicago  Association  of  Com¬ 
merce  which  is  reproduced  at  Page  21. 

From  these  beginnings  came  such  general  business  acquaint¬ 
anceship  as  I  may  have  in  Chicago,  and  later  on  throughout 
many  of  the  organizations  of  business  and  political  leaders  and 
lawyers  in  the  United  States. 
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THE  CHICAGO  ASSOCIATION  OF  COMMERCE 
FIFTH  FLOOR,  OTIS  BUILDING 
IO  8.  LA  SALLE  STREET 
CHICAGO 


July  20,  1914. 


Mr.  Thomas  Creigh, 

Cudahy  Packing  Co., 

Ill  \7.  Monroe  St.,  Chicago. 

My  dear  Sir: 

At  &  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  Friday,  July  17,  the 
.following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

WHEREAS,  The  Chicago  Association  of  Commerce  has  re¬ 
ceived  comendation  and  congratulations  from  the  press  and 
the  public  for  its  success  in  bringing  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  the  President  and  Congress  of  the  United  States, 

Its  suggestions  of  needed  amendments  to  pending  legislation 
intended  to  strengthen  the  federal  government  in  its  power 
to  prevent  monopolies  and  to  eliminate  wrongful  trade 
practices,  and 

WHEREAS,  such  success  was  due  in  large  measure  to  the 
learning,  skill,  industry  and  patriotism  of  Thecas  Creigh, 
Cornelius  Lynde  and  Joseph  W.  Moses,  acting  as  a  subcom¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  matter  of  such 
legislation,  originate  needed  amendments  thereto,  and  pre¬ 
sent  such  amendments  to  the  President  and  Cangrees;  now, 
therefore, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED,  That  the  Committee  on  Anti-Trust 
Legislation  recommend  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  The 
Chicago  Association  of  Commerce,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Association  be  tendered  to  Thomas  Creigh,  Cornelius  Lynde 
and  Joseph  U.  Moses,  and  that  such  action  be  cocrronicated 
to  each  oi  £  under  the  hands  of  Its  President 

and  Secrel 


V«ry  sincerely  yours. 


President. 


General  Secretary. 


21 


' 


PART  II 

Whither  are  we  going?  And 
some  suggestions  concerning  our 
Government  and  our  citizenship. 

I  have  shown  our  ancestry  and  a  few  instances  in  the  life 
of  each  indicating  his  interest  in,  and  helpful  attitude  toward, 
the  opportunities  for  citizenship  of  his  time.  One  s  influence 
and  real  accomplishment  cannot  be  measured  by  statistics  or 
by  individual  circumstances.  It  is  a  growing  living  thing.  In 
fact,  it  is  one’s  soul. 

Nor  have  I  in  these  pages  made  mention  of  the  mothers 
within  our  line  from  whom  we  have  derived  so  many  blessings, 
and  to  whom  we  owe  so  much,  particularly,  for  our  homes  and 
for  our  spiritual  values. 

I  have  included  in  this  volume  a  few  of  the  pages  from 
the  Parker  family  Bible  as  a  tribute  to  the  mothers.  This  Bible 
came  to  us  through  Eleanor  Dunbar,  daughter  of  Jane  Parker. 
And  I  think  that  these  Bible  pages  signify  the  influence,  and 
education,  in  which  our  mothers  and  grandmothers  have  had 
so  large  a  part.  See  four  fac-simile  pages  of  this  Bible  repro¬ 
duced  at  pages  27  to  30. 

And  now  what  of  the  future!  Surely  since  our  Government 
and  our  Constitution  are  so  much  a  part  of  our  inheritance, 
and  since  the  constant  wide  development  of  a  sane  civilization, 
based  upon  the  ideals  of  an  ordered  liberty,  is  so  essential  to 
any  future  at  all,  it  is  desirable — particularly  in  these  days 
that  a  few  brief  notes  be  given  as  to  these  important  matters. 
I,  therefore,  am  making  a  record  in  these  pages  of  extracts  from 
two  letters,  which  I  have  recently  written,  in  which  I  have 
endeavored  to  embody  some  of  the  ideas  I  have  had  in  the 
hope  that  they  present  these  matters  in  simplified  form  differ¬ 
ent  from  most  lawyer-like  addresses — and  in  such  a  manner  as 
would  be  interesting  and  also  helpful  to  those  who  have  not 
intensively  worked  on  law  and  governmental  matters. 

November  6th,  1935. 

Dear  Boys: — 

These  are  highly  interesting  and  important  times.  Our  ideas  and  methods 
of  government  are  increasingly  being  subjected  to  enormous  strain  and  tests. 
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I  think  that  before  we  begin  to  argue  about  infringements  of  personal  liberty, 
we  ought  to  pretty  well  study  and  try  to  know  what  “LIBERTY”  really  is. 
It  certainly  is  not  the  license  to  do  what  one  pleases,  regardless  of  the 
thoughts,  or  rights,  of  someone  else.  Nor  should  it  be  regardless  of  the  effect 
* of  our  thoughts,  words  and  actions  upon  someone  else’s  thoughts, -words  and 
actions. 

Before  we  begin  to  discuss  changes  in  the  Constitution  or  even  to  criticise 
it  as  is — I  think  we  ought  to  know  quite  a  bit  more  about  it  than  most  people 
seem  to  do  even  though  we  are  supposed  to  be  a  well  educated  country.  If 
you  pick  up  the  document  and  read  it  once,  you  do  not  get  a  very  good  idea 
of  what  it  means.  One  must  understand  the  historical  and  racial  background, 
and  the  struggles  of  humanity  for  ages  to  reach  a  civilized  state,  and  then  to 
develop  certain  principles  which  by  providing  ORDER  begin  to  provide  (on 
one  side)  opportunities  for  individual  advancement  in  home,  character, 
intelligent  thought,  wealth,  comfort — and  finally  influence.  And,  on  the  other 
side,  by  restraining  other  people  from  excessive  interference  with  the  rights 
of  others,  begin  to  impose  some  restraint  upon  the  opportunity  of  individuals 
to  do  as  they . please. 

Let  us  take  a  very  recent  example.  Certainly  we  might  well  say  that  the 
air  is  free  to  every  one.  But  is  it?  And  ought  it  to  be?  Certainly  great  smelters 
are  not  permitted  to  contaminate  the  air  (nearby  to  ordinary  people’s  habita¬ 
tions  or  farms)  with  abominable  gases.  Or,  again,  let  us  think  of  it  from  the 
standpoint  of  radio  with  its  wondrous  interests  and  possibilities.  You  recall 
a  few  years  ago  the  interference  when  amateurs,  and  beginnings  of  local 
stations  in  the  development  of  the  air,  were  interfering  constantly.  Now  we 
have  developed  a  series  of  licenses  and  allocations  of  territories  which,  while 
imposing  terrific  restraint  on  individual  “liberties”,  are  the  only  means 
possible  by  which  the  general  run  of  people  have  any  chance  at  all  to  effec¬ 
tively  listen  in,  or  use  the  radio.  And  the  same  thing  applies  to  those  who  have 
developed  it.  They  are  now  on  the  “in”,  and,  of  course,  they  resent  very  much 
the  interference  by  others  who  possibly  are  “out”,  when  it  comes  to  neighbor¬ 
ing  bands,  or  wave  lengths,  or  adjoining  territories,  or  commercial  political 
or  advertising  propaganda,  etc. 

You  will  find  in  this  a  great  field  to  study,  from  your  own  remembrances 
and  experiences,  how  necessary  government,  law  and  order  are,  and  yet  to 
find  places  where  these  principles,  which  are  so  necessary,  are,  nevertheless, 
subject  to  mis-use  and  considerable  harm.  The  struggle  always  has  been  to 
secure  an  adjustment  in  the  middle  between  two  extremes.  However,  most  or 
the  argument  has  been  at  the  extreme,  and,  as  one  end  or  the  other  wins  out, 
the  pendulum  violently  fluctuates  to  the  detriment  of  us  all.  Even  so,  if  we 
are  careful  in  our  understanding,  and  our  thinking,  and  in  our  actions,  we 
ought  to  learn  act  by  act,  year  by  year,  generation  by  generation,  so  as  to 
make  things  better — gradually — and  one  item  at  a  time.  But  general  destruc¬ 
tion,  and  derision,  and  flaunting,  whether  it  be  of  religion,  government,  or 
nations  (in  war  for  instance)  are  folly  and  produce  infinitely  more  damage 
in  the  long  run  than  can  ordinarily  be  repaired  in  many  years.  Whereas,  it 
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we  could  go  about  it  sensibly  and  constructively  in  the  middle  between  the 
extremes  of  argument,  we  could  improve  our  condition  immeasurably,  and 
be  justly  proud  of  our  intellectual  and  citizenship  capacities,  and  pay  a 
proper  regard  to  the  best  good  of  the  greatest  number,  which,  after  all,  I 
suppose  is  instinctively  the  proper  ideal,  although  it  is  just  exactly  the 
opposite  of  individual  selfishness.  I  think  it  may  be  well  said  that  the  greater 
the  civilization,  the  more  it  is  necessary  on  one  side  (and  probably  on  the 
other)  that  unselfishness  and  tolerance  is  the  dominant  figure  rather  than  what 
most  people  seem  to  set  up  as  “individual  liberty”. 

Devotedly, 

FATHER. 

November  19th,  1935 


In  my  own  thinking,  I  find  that  many  times  I  am  able  to  work  out 
a  better  perception  by  adopting  as  a  symbol  for  thinking  some  illustration 
out  of  another  field.  One  of  the  best  illustrations  I  have  recently  seen  (where 
others  also  seem  to  have  a  similar  trend  of  mind)  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
American  public  is  pretty  well  schooled  in  an  understanding  of  the  rules  of 
the  game  as  baseball  is  played.  The  umpire,  of  course,  has  his  special  function. 
He  is  neither  coach  nor  dictator.  The  query  is  as  to  whether  any  game  would 
be  well  played,  or  played  at  all  (a)  if  there  were  no  umpire,  (b)  if  the  umpire 
could  order  what  plays  are  to  be  tried  or  made,  and  (c)  if  the  decisions  of  the 
umpire  were  to  be  submitted  instanter  to  a  vote  of  the  spectators.  The 
application  of  the  illustration,  I  think,  is  quite  appealing. 

The  other  night,  in  the  endeavor  to  discuss  the  “planned  economy”, 
I,  myself,  had  a  lot  of  sympathetic  attention  when  I  tried  to  make  a  com¬ 
panion  presentation  to  the  foregoing.  I  said  that  after  all  this  life  of  ours  is 
somewhat  of  a  game  which  is  being  played  by  some  120  odd  millions  of  people 
in  this  country  alone.  But  suppose  we  consider  it  from  the  standpoint  of  foot¬ 
ball.  Any  good  coach,  or  captain,  can  lay  out  on  paper  a  strategic  plan  where, 
by  good  blocking,  his  team  ought  to  be  able  to  score  from  almost  any  position. 
Yet  when  the  plan  is  put  into  operation  with  only  11  on  one  side  and  11  oppo¬ 
nents,  then  the  frailities  of  human  performance  begin  to  operate,  and  the 
individual  qualities  of  human  minds  and  abilities  come  into  play  so  that  even 
with  22  at  work  there  is  99  times  out  of  100  quite  a  mess,  and  infinite  confusion 
results,  and  therefore,  most  plays  (plans)  are  never  possible  of  being  perfectly 
executed.  This  does  not  mean  that  the  game  should  not  have  plans,  but  it 
means  that  successful  play  must  leave  to  individual  initiative  the  great  load 
of  winning  the  game,  which,  after  all,  is  most  interesting  when  individual 
initiative,  skill,  endurance  and  determination  come  into  the  picture,  and  are 
fostered  by  the  exercise  and  development  of  these  capacities. 

But  I  am  getting  a  bit  far  afield  from  the  general  welfare  clause.  This  is 
usually  discussed  from  the  standpoint  of  the  inclusion  of  this  phrase  in  the 
preamble  to  the  Constitution.  Such  discussion  over-emphasizes  these  two 
words.  And  in  the  argument  as  to  their  significance,  we  nearly  always  over- 
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l°°k  the  fact  that  there  are  quite  a  number  of  other  phrases  in  the  same  pre 
amble.  Let  me  put  them  all  into  one  column,  and  then  let  me  go  into  the 
realm  of  the  physicist  in  another. 


1620715  Color 


Scale 


Form  a  more  perfect  Union . 

Establish  Justice . 

Insure  domestic  Tranquility . 

Provide  for  the  common  defense . 

Promote  the  general  Welfare . 

Secure  the  Blessings  of  Liberty  to  ourselves 
And  our  Prosterity . 


Red 

Orange 

Yellow 

Green 

Blue 

Indigo 

Violet 


We  all  know  that  the  blending  of  the  tones  (or  wave  lengths)  of  the 
color  scale  make  a  perfect  and  pure  white  light.  If  any  cardinal  principle  is 
absent,  then  there  is  a  marked  effect  upon  the  composite  that  remains.  I 
think  no  man  can-draw  a  precise  line  between  any  two  of  these  cardinal 
principles  in  the  color  scale.  The  border  zones,  of  course,  are  a  blend  of  each, 
but  each  principle  is,  nevertheless,- existent  all  of  the  time. 


Now  let  us  apply  this  to  the  idea  of  man  and  his  governmental  institutions. 

1  do  not  think  the  Supreme  Court  will  decide  that  the  Federal  Government 
was  established  “to  promote  the  general  welfare,”  and  give  that  idea  such  a 
predominance  as  to  entirely  obscure,  or  obliterate,  the  following  clause  “secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty,”  etc.  No  argument  can,  or  should,  prevail  which 
makes  one  of  these  cardinal  ideals  predominate  over  the  other,  or  annihilate 
any  other  by  an  extreme  position.  There  must  be  a  composite  blending  of 
any  two  or  more  in  order  to  make  perfect  the  entire  range  of  thought  and 
action,  and  life  itself — both  present  and  future. 

Hence,  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  (to  enter  into  another  comparative 
field)  that  we  lawyers  too  many  times  forget  the  yardstick.  I  do  not  have  in 
mind  T.V.A.,  but  I  mean  a  real  yardstick  of  36  definite  inches. 

Ordinarily,  arguments  occur  when  the  advocates  of  inch  No.  1  lock 
horns  with  the  advocates  who  approach  the  subject  from  inch  No.  36.  As 
they  progress  into  inch  No.  2  and  inch  No.  35,  they  mentally  come  closer  and 
closer  together.  If  the  endeavor,  whether  moral,  mental  or  governmental, 
were  addressed  to  the  heart  of  the  subject,  we  surely  would  find  a  good  strong 
32  inches  in  most  cases  where  we  have  a  common  point  of  view,  in  action 
and  ideal,  and  where  by  tolerance  and  cooperation,  we  could  so  effectively 
perform  our  civic,  business  and  religious  duties,  man  to  man,  in  all  our  rela¬ 
tions  that  very  soon  there  would  be  a  fine  “reform”  on  the  extremes  of  inches 

2  and  35,  and  as  we  approach  the  final  perfection  we  might  in  time  work  it 
out  clear  to  the  extremes  of  the  two  opposing  ends.  This  has  somewhat  the 
aspect  of  the  Greek  philosopher  s  ‘Golden  mean”.  I  do  wish  we  could  work 
things  out  from  the  middle  instead  of  having  violent  discussions  at  the 
extremes. 


And  is  not  the  moral  (as  applied  to  the  constitutional  discussion)  some- 
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what  along  the  line  that  basically  our  American  governmental  principle 
rests  upon  a  division  of  powers  and  responsibilities.  First  comes  the  indi¬ 
vidual  citizen.  He  has  his  sphere  and  his  rights,  liberties  and  duties.  As  he 
develops  relations  with  others,  difficulties,  of  course,  arise.  To  solve  or  prevent 
them,  we  begin  to  approach  government  and  what  it  means.  It  is  properly 
divided  into  many  parts.  This  is  desirable  (a)  from  the  standpoint  of  adminis¬ 
tration  in  order  to  keep  the  activities  within  the  compass  of  efficient  human 
administration,  and  (b)  it  is  always  essential  in  order  that  there  may  be 
checks  and  balances  preventing  any  department  from  becoming  so  strong  as 
to  overwhelm  a  competitive  department,  or  finally  to  overwnelm  tne  indi¬ 
vidual.  We  have  individuals,  then  State  and  Nation.  We  have  legislative, 
executive  and  judicial.  We  have  subdivisions  everywhere.  We  believe  in  the 
general  idea  of  “union”  because  it  is  the  equivalent  of  order.  No  orderly 
government  can  exist  where  there  is  dis-union.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
must  find  the  middle  ground  whereby  these  various  sections,  while  never 
to  be  absorbed  into  one,  are  still  able  to  function  independently  enough  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  others  and  thereby  cause  disorder  and  confusion. 
Perhaps  someone  knowing  more  about  music  than  I  do,  would  now  be  speak¬ 
ing  of  the  harmony  of  a  major  chord. 

Yours  truly, 

THOS.  CREIGH. 
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